Waratah Room
From the StudentsThis year the Upper Primary are called the Waratah Room.
The teacher this year is the lovely Mrs Pens. She has taught
Upper Primary for the last two
years.

We currently have 25 students
in the Waratah Room. Our time
table starts with twenty minutes
of fitness each day. After that we
normally have spelling. We are using the ‘Words Their Way’
program. We have a spelling contract and we need to reach
100 points by the end of the week. We have spelling for
around an hour and then have writing, except for Fridays
when we have grammar and spelling tests.
After writing we have recess for 20 minutes. After
recess we have Maths except for Friday because we have
Japanese. On Thursdays Math and Music are at the same
time. We have two bands; a girl’s band and a boy’s band.
Both bands are taught by Mr Mac, and they take turns. In
band the instruments used are as follows; 1 Keyboard, 1 Base
guitar, 3 Singers, 1 Electric guitar, 2 Drummers and 1-3
Acoustic guitars, for the boy’s band. The girl’s band has 1

Keyboard, 1-2 base guitarists, 3-5 singers, 0 electric guitarists,
3 drummers and Mr Mac plays the Acoustic guitar.
Lunch follows math and music, for 45 minutes. On
Mondays after lunch we have ‘What’s the Buzz.’ On Tuesdays
we have science. On Wednesdays we have Japanese. On
Thursdays after lunch we have technologies with Miss M and
on Fridays we have yard clean-up/PE/free time.
In technologies we are making games using a program
on the computers called ‘Game Maker.’ The theme is time
and students are currently making their games.

From the Teacher-

Reciprocal Reading focuses on the four roles a reader must take on to make sense of what
they are reading. We have three groups working with volunteers twice a week. It’s aimed at
encouraging kids to become better readers! Reading groups happen twice a week and are
run by volunteers. Most students in the class are involved, or will have a chance to
participate during the year.

In Maths, we work in three groups. We do a combination of open ended problems, skills
based activities and small group work. This term we are focused on developing our
understanding of fractions, and are planning on continuing this topic for the rest of term.

In Science we have been investigating Light. Topics in Science change every five weeks and
are assessed in a number of different ways. Students have completed some hands on
experiments as well as some theory work.

During writing and integrated time we work on subjects that involve high levels of research
and literacy skills. This term, our projects are on Ancient Societies for year 6/7s and
Australian colonies for Year 5s. In order to cater for the diversity in ages and topics in our
classroom, the students are working on a points based project, were they may choose the
activities they complete.

