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Context and highlights
Sandy Creek Primary School is situated in Cockatoo Valley; nestled in the gateway to the Barossa Valley between 
Gawler and Lyndoch. It offers picturesque grounds in a bushland setting for the enjoyment of students, providing many 
varied learning experiences both in the classroom and in the surrounding environment.
The strength of our small school rests in our ability to build strong relationships with students and families, to provide a 
supportive learning environment for all. Our ethos is underpinned by our school vision as "We uphold a community that 
values every individual and we continually strive for excellence in learning and wellbeing" and the principles of 
Responsibility, Respect and Excellence. This is modelled in all aspects of schooling, including academic achievement, 
behaviour and social interaction.
The school had three classes; Banksia Class (Years R/1/2), Eucalyptus Class (2/3/4) and Waratah Class (5/6/7).  
Enrolments have slightly increased from previous years. In 2021 the student population peaked at 78. The cohort 
reflected some diversity consisting of 7% Aboriginal students, 27% School Card, 30% students with verified disabilities or 
funded support plans and 6% children under the care of the Minister. 
The staff and community of Sandy Creek Primary School work together to provide a broad range of learning experiences 
for students to develop the skills and dispositions for lifelong success. An integral element of Sandy Creek’s culture is our 
Japanese Cultural Exchange Program with sister school, Minami Aiki. This year our Exchange Program celebrated its 
25th anniversary. Although we were sadly unable to visit back and forth between Japan and Australia this year we 
continued our connection with Minami Aiki via video meetings between the students. We had a Japanese Culture Day 
where students and staff participated in a range of Japanese games, cooking and other activities in a rotational fashion. 
We also had a weekend unearthing of the Japanese time capsule where many ex students and their families were 
invited to attend. 
Student Voice has been strong with our SRC, Library Leaders, Friendly Schools, Sports and Japanese Action Teams.
Other highlights and events included a whole school Ngadjuri Arts Program over several weeks and celebration day, 
Festival Choir, 6/7 Aquatics, R-5 swimming week, Shrove Tuesday pancake day,  Harmony Day, Silly Scientist Incursion, 
SRC Wheels Day, hosting several pre-service teachers, 2 classes excursion to Adelaide Botanic Gardens, clay work, 
crochet and mosaic classes, Book week/Fair, cricket & Wheelie Net clinics, Sports day, School Concert, Japanese 
Culture Day, Yr 2-7 school camp,  Yr 6/7 Funtopia Exc
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Governing council report
The 2021 Governing Council met twice per term and consisted of 9 school community members, the Principal and a Staff 
Representative.
This year, Governing Council’s responsibilities included:
• Approval of the 2021 School Budget, Site Improvement Plan and the 2022 Materials and Services Charges
• AGM and election of Councillors
• Discussion and tabling of the Annual Report
• Approval of Pupil Free and School Closure Days
• Policy review and approval
• Approval for out of budget expenditure
• New Carpets, internal painting and blinds for main school building. 
• Safety pads on Tornado swing purchased $540
• 30x new laptops for Waratah
• Car Park Gardens re designed
• Entry stair re designed
• Library gardens upgraded
• New fruit orchard planted with watering system
• Principal office refurbished and front office new furniture
• 2x new compactus for better resource storage
• OSCH application for 2022
• Movable divider wall between 2 classes ready for 2022 4 classes
• Started Play Therapy sessions on Thursdays for interested families
• New screen Projector for Eucalyptus
• New chairs for a classroom
• Dangerous/dead tree removals
• Playgrounds and sandpit bark/sand top ups
• Participated in a successful School Review process
• New air con in Chandra’s room
• New fencing around the vegetable Garden area
• Mobile, behaviour and anti-bullying policies updated

Finance Sub-Committee
The Finance Committee comprised 2 Governing Council Representatives, the Principal and the Finance Officer. We met 
prior to each Governing Council meeting. Regular agenda items included: 
• Reviewing the Profit and Loss and Balance Sheets for each period and the Governing Council Report
• Noting of expected fundraising and fundraising to date
• Minuting of grants
• Monitoring of spending

Fundraising Sub-Committee
The Fundraising Committee established in 2016 and continued in 2021. Due to COVID 19 we were unable to plan or host 
any school or community events to raise money.

Tuck shop, Pizza days, Mother’s day stall and Father’s day stalls were the only form of fundraising money raised for the 
school this year totaling $4,439, what a great effort from the fundraising committee.

Tracy Mattner
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Goal 1: Literacy - To increase student achievement in reading (R-7) with a particular focus on oral language: For those 
students enrolled in Years 3 and 4 in 2021, at least 85% will have demonstrated at least one year's growth in their PATR 
results. This is partly achieved. Yr 3 71% made 12 months growth (37% of this total cohort have a diagnosed disability, 
so many of them will not likely make progress at the normed rate recommended by PAT-R). This cohort is made up of 
only 8 students, 1 of which is new to us this year with no comparative data. (75% at or above SEA Rdg). Of the 6 year 3 
students who completed NAPLAN Reading, 4 out of 6 made SEA (similar match to SWD data) and all of those students 
at SEA were in the higher bands which is pleasing. Incidentally, 100% of Yr 3 were at or above SEA for writing.
Yr 4 90% made 12 months growth in PAT-R exceeding the goal (91% at or above SEA). 
The use of the Heggerty program, Jolly Phonics and Jolly Spelling/Grammar & reciprocal teaching this year has 
continued to strengthen. 75% of yr 1 students achieved Phonics Screening SEA which is significantly higher than any 
time over the past 3 years.
Moving Forward: Importance of Early Years Phonics & Phonological work: Keep building on staff learning and learner 
improvement. Gains are being made. Reciprocal teaching in rdg keep embedding, Jolly Phonics Refresher PD booked 
for week 0 2022, Increase my walk throughs and get better at feedback. Further strengthen processes and plans for 
consistency and agreements in Literacy & Numeracy. Embed aspirational learning goal setting with students inc regular 
monitoring and reviewing. Introduce who school ‘going deep’ themes x 2 minimum for deeper Vocabulary development 
and investigate how we can best measure growth in this area: eg pre topic/post topic vocab assessments or PAT-Vocab 
assessment. Strengthen the use of learner feedback both ways for learning improvement. Continue developing early 
intervention programs and SWD ind improvement plans.

Goal 2: Numeracy - To increase student achievement in mathematics (R-7), particularly in the number strand: For those 
students enrolled in years 5, 6 and 7 in 2021 at least 80% will have demonstrated at least one year's growth in their 
PATM results. This has not been achieved. Year 5 was close at 75%, however Yr 6 and 7 was much lower %s of 12 
months growth. It is complex to measure for many of these students for at least in part, 100% of these year levels are 
above SEA, and the majority are well above in high bands (secondary levels) making it more difficult to demonstrate high 
growth. The challenge for us will be to further analyse PAT-M results to determine what is needed to extend students 
already well above SEA. In 2022, there will be less students in the higher bands coming into these year levels, however 
some will still need extending. This year, NAPLAN numeracy: 100% Yr 7 students (8/8 who did assessment) were at or 
above SEA and 63% of them in higher bands. Big Ideas in Number data are showing improvement in student learning 
outcomes. Continue with the focus on Big Ideas in Number with teachers to design the learning following the sequence 
of Big Ideas in Number; 2. Number talks to be done daily R-7; 3. All teachers to continue to encourage students to show 
their thinking including concrete (tactile), pictorial (visual representation), natural language (spoken and written), 
symbolic (mathematical symbols).

Quality improvement planning
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young 
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students 
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy. 
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of 
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA for 
reading and numeracy. 

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across 
all cohorts.

2021 Annual Report to the 
Community4 |  Sandy Creek Primary School



*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than 
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to students 
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * * 33%

Middle progress group * * 48%

Lower progress group * * 19%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * * 33%

Middle progress group * * 48%

Lower progress group * * 18%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 8 8 4 2 50% 25%

Year 3 2019-2021 Average 7.0 7.0 4.0 2.5 57% 36%

Year 5 2021 * * * * * *

Year 5 2019-2021 Average 8.0 8.0 4.5 1.5 56% 19%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have 
demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement

NAPLAN proficiency - Aboriginal learners
Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.
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Numeracy

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.

NAPLAN progress - Aboriginal learners
The data below represents the growth of Aboriginal students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to 
students with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 State (average)
Upper progress group * 25%

Middle progress group * 49%

Lower progress group * 26%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 State (average)
Upper progress group * 22%

Middle progress group * 51%

Lower progress group * 27%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 * * * * * *

Year 3 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

Year 5 2021 * * * * * *

Year 5 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

This measure shows the number of non-exempt Aboriginal students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing 
who have demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

NAPLAN upper bands achievement - Aboriginal learners

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

Track and monitor literacy, numeracy, behaviour and attendance data for all Aboriginal students 6 monthly (in pairs during 
staff meeting) and determine SMARTAR goals related to this analysis
Class teachers to use analysis of data to determine SMARTAR goals for each Aboriginal student (in collaboration with 
students where possible). One goal each for literacy, numeracy and social / emotional / behavioural – to be entered into 
One Plan at least 6 monthly
Intervention programs to be accessed by Aboriginal students as necessary and identified by data analysis
One Plan Meeting to be held with each Aboriginal family / carer (and DCP where applicable) by the end of term 2
One Plans to be used as a base part of transition processes
Transition meetings to be held for all Aboriginal students moving to high school (x2 in 2021)

New improvement actions implemented via the Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders’ Resource to raise the 
literacy and numeracy achievement Aboriginal learners:

Key element focused on for school improvement in  2021: Tracking & Monitoring

Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders' Resource 
(ALALR)

Improvements achieved in literacy and numeracy outcomes for Aboriginal learners (Including individual student 
successes):

This year we have created and followed the Aboriginal Learner Achievement Action Template. Literacy and numeracy 
data of Aboriginal students has been regularly reviewed and analysed by the staff team and the Principal. Whilst the 
number of Aboriginal students are too few for detailed reporting (for confidentiality reasons), At our end of year awards 
ceremony, 2 Aboriginal students received the ‘Most Improved Learning’ award in their year levels, while a 3rd Aboriginal 
student received the Respect award for their class.  All other Aboriginal students demonstrated learning improvement. All 
Aboriginal students had One Plans created or updated during the year. The Carclew Ngadjuri Arts program in Term 1 
further built cultural awareness amongst the students, staff and families.
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Reception Students Running Records (Reading levels): 67% at or above SEA (Level 5). (17% Students with disability in 
this group). The remaining 33% were just 1 level off of SEA.

Year 1 Running Records (Reading levels): 92% above SEA (Level 13) (92% made 12 Months Growth from previous year) 
(31% Students with disability in this group)
Yr 1 Phonics Screen 75% at or above SEA which is significantly higher than the previous 3 years.
Grades: 100% C or above in Arts (25% B), 92% C or above in English (25% B), 100% C in HASS, 100% C in H&PE, 92%
 C or above in Japanese (33% B), 92% c or above in Maths ( 17% B), 100% C or above in Science (8% B), 100% C or 
above in technologies (25% B).

Year 2 Running Records (Reading levels): 70% at or above SEA (Level 21) (77% made 12 Months Growth from last 
year) (31% Students with disability in this group)
Grades: 100% C or above in Arts (38% B), 61% C or above in English (15% A), 100% C or above in HASS (15% B & 
15% A), 100% C in H&PE, 92% C or above in Japanese (15% B & 8% A), 61% C or above in Maths (15% B, 8% A), 
100% C or above in Science (8% B, 15% A), 100% C or above in technologies (46% B). 
  
Year 3 NAPLAN Reading 67% at or above SEA (37% of this cohort are SWD). Both of these percentages are higher than 
in the last NAPLAN
Year 3 NAPLAN Numeracy 67% at or above SEA
Grades: 100% C or above in Arts (25% B), 75% C or above in English (38% B, 13% A), 100% C or above in HASS (25% 
B), 100% C or above in H&PE (25% B), 88% C or above in Japanese (25% B, 13% A), 75% C or above in Maths (25% B, 
25% A), 100% C or above in Science (50% B), 88% C or above in technologies (13% B, 13% A).

Year 4 Grades: 92% C or above in Arts (23% B), 77% C or above in English (23% B, 8% A), 85% C or above in HASS 
(31% B, 8% A), 92% C or above in H&PE (31% B), 91% C or above in Japanese (36% B), 77% C or above in Maths 
(38% B & 8% A), 77% C or above in Science (15% B, 8% A), 92% C or above in Technologies (46% B).

Yr 5 & 7 NAPLAN RDG AVER 71% at or above SEA (There was an increase in students in higher bands in year 7)
YR 5 & 7 NAPLAN NUM AVER 86% at or above SEA(There was an increase in students in higher bands in year 7)
PAT R YR 3-7 AVER 81% at or above SEA (many of these students are well above SEA)
PAT M YR 3-7 AVER 88% at or above SEA (many of these students are well above SEA)

Yr 5-7 Grades: 87% C or above in Arts (17% B), 74% C or above in English (4% B), 70% C or above in HASS (4% B), 
83% C or above in H&PE (17% B), 87% C or above in Japanese ( 17% B, 22% A), 87% C or above in Maths (26% A), 
74% C or above in Science (4% A), 87% C or above in Technologies (9% B).

“As a school that often has fewer than 20 students eligible to sit NAPLAN in each year level, small changes in the 
number of our students Improvement Planning Outcomes can cause large changes in the percentages shown in the 
previous graphs. This makes it more difficult to use those percentages to draw reliable conclusions about changes in 
performance from year to year.”

School performance comment
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Intended destination

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2021. Data shows recorded 
destinations for students that left the school in the previous year.

Leave Reason Number %
U - UNKNOWN 9 100.0%

In 2021 we have focussed on positive behaviour choices, restorative processes where needed and everyone’s right to 
feel safe and secure.
• Continued to use Interoception R-7 to build student skills in identifying body feelings and developing self-regulation
• Taught whole class social skills and bullying prevention lessons using the ‘Friendly Schools’ program and targeted 
groups through the What’s the Buzz Social skills program. 
• Provided additional SSO support time where needed to assist students in the yard and during breaks
Updated school Behaviour and anti-bullying policy
Created a Friendly School’s Student Committee who led the creation of a new ‘Friendship Walk’ made with mosaic 
stepping stones and yarn bombed trees and a beautiful mosaic sign.
Our data from the Wellbeing and Engagement Collection was good with several domains having increases including 
happiness, connectedness, emotional regulation, school climate and more.

Behaviour support comment

Parent opinion survey summary
The parent engagement survey this year was conducted centrally. 25 parents completed the survey. Every domain was 
more positive than not in responses. The survey areas that received very high positive responses at Sandy Creek 
Primary School include that parents feel that people (including teachers and students) are respectful, Their child is 
important to the school, they receive enough communication, they receive useful feedback, that education is important 
and their children are encouraged to learn. 
The results are similar to the previous years results.  

Year level 2018 2019 2020 2021

Reception 83.0% 87.7% 88.5% 92.7%

Year 1 89.9% 89.3% 86.0% 90.6%

Year 2 92.0% 88.7% 87.0% 87.4%

Year 3 95.0% 91.5% 87.8% 89.1%

Year 4 92.5% 88.1% 93.2% 87.1%

Year 5 97.5% 92.2% 85.8% 94.0%

Year 6 91.1% 93.6% 91.6% 85.3%

Year 7 93.4% 93.5% 93.5% 90.4%

Total 91.5% 90.4% 88.8% 89.2%

Attendance

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
84.85% averaged for 2021

There are very few unexplained absences. Covid-19 impacted on attendance for some students and many students 
attend NDIA appointments during school hours. Attendance remains a priority.
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Relevant history screening
A record of history screening is kept on file and the data is also entered onto EDSAS. All Individuals spending time with 
students on-site are checked for compliance and currency. Reasons for seeking History Screening included those who 
were on Governing Council, staff and volunteers eg tuckshop, mosaic/clay classes. Visiting therapists through NDIS 
provide their clearances and are also kept on file, as well as one off incursion providers. 

All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.

Qualification Level Number of Qualifications
Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas 8
Post Graduate Qualifications 2

Please note: Qualification data is indicative only and reflects what has been recorded in the Department's HR 
system. Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification table. 
Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff

Teaching Staff Non-Teaching Staff
Indigenous Non-Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous

Full-Time Equivalents 0.0 5.7 0.0 5.7
Persons 0 6 0 10

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and 
workforce composition

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $1,409,341
Grants: Commonwealth $237
Parent Contributions $29,109
Fund Raising $4,439
Other $10,433

Financial statement

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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2021 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*

Tier 2 funding 
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable 
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant 
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes

Outcomes achieved or progress 
made towards these outcomes

Improved wellbeing and engagement This funding was provided for <6 students so reporting is not required due to 
confidentiality.

Attendance improvement for some 
specific students

Targeted funding for 
individual students

Improved outcomes for students with 
an additional language or dialect

N/A N/A

Inclusive Education Support Program Funding was used to provide SSO support relevant to students' One Plan goals. This 
included in-class support, lunchtime support, 1:1 intervention and small-group 
intervention programs.

All students with disabilities met at least 
80% of their One Plan goals

Targeted funding for 
groups of students

Improved outcomes for 
- rural & isolated students
- Aboriginal students
- numeracy and literacy including early 
years support

First language maintenance & 
development
Students taking alternative pathways
IESP support

The Literacy and Numeracy funding was utilised to provide SSO support for the Mini-Lit 
(JP), MacqLit (MP), TooSmart (MP) and QuickSmart (UP) intervention programs.
IESP funding was used to work with children with disabilities towards achieving their One 
Plan outcomes through smaller groups with intensive teacher time and intensive SSO time 
to work with children towards achieving their One Plan goals.

All students participating in Intervention 
programs demonstrated good growth in 
their learning outcomes, with most 
students meeting goals.

Program funding for 
all students

Australian Curriculum Australian Curriculum funding was used for teachers to work intensively on numeracy, 
especially Big Ideas in Number and Phonics/Grammar aspects of English Curriculum

Significant increase in year 1 phonics, 
whole school spelling/grammar and 
readin

Aboriginal languages programs 
Initiatives

N/A N/A

Better schools funding Invested to support Early Years Intervention in Maths. It enabled us to employ an SSO to 
run the JP TooSmart Program. Identified students attend 4 sessions per week.

Improving targeted students' 
automaticity of Facts to 10 and 
Subitising

Other discretionary 
funding

Specialist school reporting (as 
required)

N/A N/A

Improved outcomes for gifted students N/A N/A

*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.




